Infant Mortality

Key Findings
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In 2001, 461 Washington State infants
died in their first year of life. The infant
mortality rate (IMR) for 2001 was 5.8 per
1,000 live births, compared to a 2001
national rate of 6.9 per 1,000 live
births."*%*°

Washington’s IMR has declined
significantly over the past decade, from
7.8 per 1,000 live births in 1990 to 5.2 in
2000. In 2001, infant mortality increased
to 5.8 per 1,000 live births. This trend is
consistent with the national pattern.***°

The three leading causes of infant death in
Washington in 2001 were congenital
anomalies (26%), Sudden Infant Death
Syndrome (SIDS) (13%), and short
gestation/ low birth weight (11%). ***

Infant mortality rates were highest for
Blacks, American Indian/ Alaska Natives,
Non-Hispanics, teen mothers and mothers
age forty and over, male infants, and
Grant recipients.**°

The Healthy People 2010 objective is to
reduce the infant mortality rate to no
more than 4.5 per 1,000 live births.”
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Definition: Infant mortality is the death of a child under one year of
age. These deaths are often divided into two groupings: neonatal
mortality (death of an infant within the first 27 days of life) and
Postneonatal mortality (death of an infant of 28-364 days of age).
Period rates are the number of deaths in a given year per 1,000 live
births in the same year.
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Infant Mortality (cont.)

Trend Singleton Infant Mortality
Infant Mortality Rate (Period) Singleton and Overall Infant Mortality
WA State and United States (Period)
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Infant Mortality (cont.)
Infant Gender

Infant Mortality Rate (Period)
By Infant Gender
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Birth Weight

Infant Mortality Rate (Period)
By Birth Weight
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Rural and Urban Residence

Infant Mortality Rate (Period)
By Urban and Rural Residence
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Infant Mortality (cont.)

Medicaid Status

Infant Mortality Rate (Cohort)
By Medicaid Status
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*Medicaid women had either prenatal care or delivery paid by Medicaid. Medicaid women include those who are very

low income and receive cash assistance (TANF) in addition to Medicaid [Grant Recipients] and those who receive
Medicaid with no cash assistance [Other Medicaid] .
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Endnotes
a Significance was determined based on 95% Confidence Intervals.

b Period Infant Mortality Rate uses infant deaths in a given year as the numerator and infant births in the same year
as the denominator.

¢ Cohort Infant mortality rates look at the experience of a birth cohort. The denominator includes all births in a
specified year (cohort) and the numerator is the deaths that occurred to that cohort in the first year of life.
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